
Lack of Playgrounds Cause of
increase in Juvenile Crimes

05 Per Cent, of the City's Children Use the Streets for Their
Play, Which the Law Calls a Crime-Gi- ve
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often th truest charity. It must be
that If man will not work,

neither shall he eat. It must also, how-ove- r,

be remcmlxTed that 'f man does
not eat, can ho work.

11,'caitso man in unemployed and
Int-Kl- tent, does not follow that ho
to blame. llimn tin of tin
exhtuibted heredity, the lesuli of bad
environment. When tired women bend
over wnshtubs In our for six-
teen hours two or three days week
their children are very likely to be born
tired and Incapable of protracted work,
llecauso man Is Incapable, therefore.
It does not follow that he has only him-

self to blame.
it Is so with the Immoral, brave

New York bishop oncn said that ho be-

lieved that If ho had to work twelve
hours day at persistent, monotonous,
mechanical toll ho would take to drink.
If this could bo of bishop, what '

bo or living, not in an
episcopal palace, but In tenement,
with perhups two or three families In
room? lit other words, those who study
relief inuft study onuses, and the corn-pote- nt

and tho Incompetent, tho willing
to work and the unwilling work,
must be treated In very different ways,
Society must look the wholo problem In
the fuco and not blink at tiny portion
of It.

liener.tlly speaking, the unemployed
may bo divided Into four main i'Iii-w-

llrst, unemployed;
s.coiid, tho morn or less permanently

third, tin-

who aru willing to work, find fourth,
tho tu'cmploytd who are capable but
more or less unwilling to work, In-

cluding the vagrantM and thn Incorrlgl-l- o

vlcloiiw.
Considering these, oliwses separately,

tlm temporarily unemployed must Im

aided hv Immediate measures, the

THE SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 1914.

Just as we do not analyze the
motlv.t on

tno strciets, though we uirest him for

Krorcnes.
lamps. many nf the reulcrs
of this can remember when

of tho

Oang many parts

for tho to
no the

the "s

tho

the

the

the

com- -

to

the

.11'.-- . iMi,' lilt-il-l ii;i.- it I r
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striving for ar the dramatic adventure
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crime, and the physical Jos of the soda
mi tor, cigarettes, motion picture showi",

o., which follow the game. These boys
start out to seek adventure, excitement
and "treat." l'ngulile.1 and Irrespon-
sible and with tradition of lawlessness
based upon tho hostile Indifference of

elders, they have gono after their
er.ds uitli-'ii- ' regard to consen.iences,
with fie result till! before her 'ram-i- s

'H-- wia ime ol.uln.-- money
under fne pr. tea. committed lar-
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a'-t- '.ht-- are tritnii'.illy llabie.
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will be able to tlnd work beforo the
close of the next elgh; weeks, anil
nlmo5t ail of tliem w thin three months.
Hut. 11 . d ies pot lieip matters now.

Th- fainil cannot ? left to starve
because In two or three months the
head of tin- family may get work.
When he gets It, it will usually bo on

to do i .t
neuly class iluilng these i Igln. weeks';

Whatever Is done mud be dono at
once. It ought to in. dono this week.

It Is not, the Will be on the people
of this city, and cspeclall) those n.
sponsible Its religions, its morals
and Its I'liiirltles,

As far ii.-- i pos-d'ol- work should be
given to tills class hi llm ordinary city
iii'tlvllii'.i by niir public
New Vork cii is dirty, nightly

the urn mplojei', make It
clean. A ought to bo put
to work limiiedliitely lu this direction,
New streets which aro needed could b
opened, It has bren suggested that low
laud adjoining city properties
could be lllli-- in. Some propose

330,01)0 men In this city (laud ubsoibeil hv (he
who urn roiinited the Asso'ViMon for , gained f'ir iltv.

a elymld re- -

tlm Condition Ihn Poor, I For women mid some of the men

I'ftsshig from this example, in whlca
wo see the methods of crime utilized for
th: purposes of play, we next come to
the of legitimate, health
giving games undr tn exigencies of
street play Into the c.ass of crime
breeding games. The national game of
baseball Is perhlps the cillefest of these
games'. Asld- - from the fact that this
game Is Itself specifically forb.dden on
the streets It Is the direct cause in hun-
dreds f cases of uss.iult, obstruction,
destruction of property and even of
petty larceny. The surrounding. of
the game, not its nature, bring about
this condition. Vhn two Juvenile
nines nuempt to ett!e the question of
supremacy In a. crowded street Hanked
by high tenements trouble Invariably
follows. Such games aro common In
the tenement district!'.

The petty larceny element In these
games occurs through the fact that the
boys are seldom able to go clear through
u full game without losing one or two
balls, nml, being poor, they have worked
out systematic methods of stealing new
ones. TJio theft in this case may be
directly traced to the lack of adeipinte
space In which to play a normal tratne
of ball.

Gang lighting, nrtothir iumtiwn and
sertom ofletiee, is n priMiift rf the com-
plex gang organization, which is the
Imslf of all boy life In the of
New has Its sources
either In gang rivalry or In tho inlllc- -

clothing works might b started to
provide clothing tho wot Iters In
need In this respect. Some of th clout-
ing workshops y tin used might
be If.u-e- by the el'y and
some, of tho put to work
lu them.

(ireat care should be tnken, however,

in

that work-- done by th,.
should not undercut or take nvay work
from tho'.o already In
tin at cure iihotild be taken, also, that

small pay. What am ve for this tlm in cities other

If sill

for
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by the
of for

streets
York. It

for

other

could

uelghboi hoods saoiild not bo drawn to
New Vork by the temporal v relief work.

San

Inns
better pay tlm they
could get by working tlm
For York city io make a
result would Im tlm height of
folly.

Tlm should bo paid for
work, and paid, if at

trndo union rates, city should not
nrgnrilro Ihe scab against tin
union iiif-u- , but t should
tlino so that men who u
chiiiii'i. getting lu the out mirv

- im !

.leave It for activities Some
'think that thn should oul)

Tlieir first of a street game of craps.

tlon a wrong by one. gang upon
another, which results a long series
of tights, sometlnud extend-
ing through many months. From being
simply plfyslcal contests betwein gang
nnd pan these lights often become

feuds. In which small boyn
are maimed, ami on rare occasions
killed outright, windows are and
all kinds ot outrages aro

Thcjc Is a great distinction between
these organised gang lights and the

misunderstandings which result
.n lights hetween two small Gang
lights are part of the traditional play
life of tlm New York boys. Hxcept
among the older boys they an! carried
out In the spirit play, nnd tho theft,
destruction of property, and mayhem
wnli-- accompany them aro regarded
as Incidental. Th" tights are very

tho spirit
rivalry of which baseball or foot-Ki- ll

or the primitive; ttlg-of-.v-

are less destructlvo
When we trace back to their sources

even thn lights for revengo we gener-
ally tlnd n play motive there also, T'vo
years ago the small boys on West I'lf-t'.- ti

str." ; and '.Ve.r rifty-thir- d

ni. a- - Klev.-nt- nvrniK' w re ce'.obratlng
ti ght with bnntlres on their

respective Mriets. The I'lftleth treet
boys Kid m-ir- material than the

str.-e- t boys. When the Fifty-thir- d

ran out of material
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unemployed we will speak of later when

l) the more permanent relief
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Housing the unemployed one of New York's recreation piers.
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Until Paul nml llm
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Modern chat Ity doe n it
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keep, .Men nf this should bo
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for iht m, sack ns f irm c s,

they raided Fiftieth street, extinguished
I the bonllres, routed the celebrants.
and triumphantly carried tho bontlre

' material to their own street. This was
' the beginning of u feud which lasted ov?r
' a year between tlm denizens of the two
streets, during which time a score of

iM were Jailed, a number merlously
maimed, and hundreds of dollars worth
of property destroyed. Yet, tho
number of arrests on tho of
lighting, disorderly conduct and de-

struction of property, tho feud itself
continued unabated until a. compromlso
wan arrived nt by tho boy leaders them-- ,

.clve..
In New York city child play Is

peculiarly a nulnance. The rtreets
Inadequate even for business purposes,
nnd must go on even though
lifo itself withers. New York Is not
Inttlllgently laid out for human use.
Tho leisure even of adults is unpro-
vided for. What is leisure to the adult

'
Is thn beginning end of life to the
child. Po thn child tlnds himself in
New York city n misunderstood, perse- -

cutcd and objectionable In a
strange

n result of the Investigations by
Mr. Harrows, tho People's Institute
has undertaken a neighborhood work
wiilch will correlate and the
various recreation activities now going
on in the mlddlo West A social
centre has been op"tied In School

, on West rorty-scvent- li street, on tho

of
All That and

put to work on days, speak Sn

the earnest ndvlc them occupy urtlcle.
looking

iw

mluiii leiited

classes

modern socialist

go
'oi'lallst.

busines-- i

broader,

of I haps three or four In New York

Thn weak ngrant should how
ever, be confounded cither with the
"sturdy beggar" with the thoroughly
vicious. Too often workhouses nre
schools of vice with compulseiry at-

tendance. education should be
a part of pub'.lo school system, and
especially should th" young not' be

, mingled with tho old and the? vicious,
lr such workhouses.

I lnduittlal colonies havo been
proved to ')m to a large oxtent a cure
for evils ot this class, and vtn tem-
porary measures should Is- - shaped with

end Sn view. Kltnlra Ileforniatory
takes the p.irtly vicious, and by fund-
ing them up physically and ""teaching
'hem Industrial occupations, and tlu.ii
obtaining fur them positions whore
they can work, saves year after
So per cent, of :li"s-- - who the
reforma'ory.

Coming now to question f what
should ! done) mote pctninnci'.lly. the!
Ilrs' llm niuid b. to In the'
i dliMry a' tlvitlef as many tli un-- i
employed ,is iiosilble. This can only be
done hv empio'-iiieii- t luir.-.iu.-- , or rather

a ssiem of men: bureaus In
tannic portions of the State, with.
iiSt r.cle.i itlt (v In every
towii or i n l..u'ii!'.-.- . Pile creation ot
It AlltglM einpioyuieiit biireiu, or .'V u
..- - tltr.... I,. (I, .d it.. I ,l.k

h"t f.o-- e, K1J(i 'What Is
lAHlon of the ar.ii espi cilly (.f
i ho ler pnovs in I'ot.ne.'tlon who
t ie- larg. orile" to tlnd J'or every
mm Mil woman s. is poi'itbli--
Th I" Is tno Herman system. In tho Her

Kuiiilre "i all cities and towns, j

and :n .hihom a.i ttic r..imiet,
ls at least it. agency or an agent to

' whom In need of any
esniiij.er in need a worker can np-il-- l.

oar.'Jii, MCii agent, l.s put
In toli-'- Willi the wliole I'ysfiein, so

even m a small town a
'worker know in what direction t
i look tor work nnd, what is equally Im-

portant lu what direction not to look.
'

At .llio very least, it saws time, ami
at the i'"s , It puts the worlib ss the
right channel (hiding work and the
eiuplo!',-- In th" rU'bt channel for
finding workers. This complf-te- -

Ites.'l of the )i'ln one
the marsed features of '.he miciv.-v- j of
thu iiureaus. They are

and relatives should be not commercial; they tire free. Tiify
(li.bjllil.. Illri.l,, ... ...... ..II ..III... ..!' tl,..l, I.,'.,... 1111 I11IL ,111 .,lll-- . ... l.l.ll. .'

dii'W Into the city a great many from or support such casts as far as may bo privalo bureaus; some aro managed bv
;iio
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country.
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IT,
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Such not
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farm

ab-o- rl
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work
(,:

tin-

any work

arriving

lor

!

labor

l,..li,

tho trade unions, some by phiianthri.-pIstM- ,

s.iine by chuiches, most them
are uiunlclpal; b it fiey urn all

and tlm Hovcrntiii'tit overseis
tho wnoki s,-tem- leaving out the fraud,
uletit and liieitlclent. hut banding

Into ote; whole.
Tlm (loverimieiu neliher manages nor

ttn-el- et of the local bureau.
That is managed tllianc-s- l by the
local coniuntlce, Tno Ciovernment him-I'- lj

Iliiaiiei'S and controls tun means of
intercouuuunicauoii hlndlm; them

If New Vork S' ii" would -

tilillsh h few centtal Miiplnyinent
lliebii If i i Uqin--- , .S'1 of V ll-- We bjI'-llU- t III tho larger 'tier Wil'i -

Initiative ot the. local school board
Tho People's Institute has e.
ecutlve charge of tho work. About this
centre there will be focusted a neighbor
hood movement, which will work 'n
Do Witt Clinton playground, on ti
West Fiftieth street pier, In tho publk
libraries and on tho streets, Mr. Clin-
ton S. Chlldi' will be tho neighborhood
secretary, It Is under his dliec'lon
that School has been developed si
brilliantly.

It Is planned to build this work upon
tho neighborhood groups us now or-
ganized both the child nnd ndut
groups. Thn neighborhood group w!l
be encouraged to establish nnd enforc
Its own codes. There will be as

work as possible. There wll
be very little pedagogical work, nt leas'
In the beginning. The activities will uc
made so Interesting that they can really
compete with the commercial nmuse-meni-

and gnng avocations of tht
neighborhood ns it now exists.

Tho work In School 17 will be carried
out In cooperation with tho recreation
centre and the after school athletlf
centre In that building, und will b
supervised for the Hoard of Uducatlon
by Pr. l'dv.-.ir--I T St.tt. the director o!"
evening recreation centres.

There Is needed for one year's worl-i- r

mlnljnum um rf 13.500. Of thl'i
sum J2,750 been raised. A Inrger
budget would make posslbln a much
moro rapid development of tho work.

O by

work,
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in
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fre.
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with tiles'- - ail the
bureaus could be connected.

Moro than this could be done. Th"
churches could take up the problen
nnd every church could have a com
tnlttee upon unemployment, which, con

with th" State bureaus, coul'
create a network .if information upoi
'his subj. c; through the Suite. Tin
t'n, ted States i"io eminent warns thr
farmer and the sailor of changes In th
weather, and spei.ds mone- - fteeiy fprovide ngaltw' rHks b storm. Why
should not tin- iioverument ertuall.
warn the employer and the laborer
against the "'inally threatening dan
gers of lack of work? If such an em
ployment 'vstetn Weie created through
the Statu work c mid be tound for a!!
for whom work ixst.

Kspecinlly slioul'l s.ich a .ystcm con
trlbuto to the placing of labor In tr.c
country. This would be the special re
suit of having a network through nil
the Suite. What - needed is to get

jfV'-r- man into the country for whom
won; there can be found. This hitsj

been notable the result 111

whole the bureaus haw. inudo il bpe
tially of pi icing la'iur ujinn the nr-,-

j Coming now to the liMticieut and in-- '
and tb" u'lempjoj-j- i lc

need tor this ibtss labor colon'-.-- .

Indi.st-t- a' farms, wlm h. !iowc.-r- . s'. '
be penal To associate

nee,.,,i - a t....ro..gh organ-- I "'n0"
Si'ite,

,i

ef

iihat

of

c

taken
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,1111-- . .ill'l illume UI1,V1, .UK "
instiUs the .' einl d

i to at:.
Hernial has thirty lnl. on

i r

if
Inhere tho unfori. mate's who cannot Kt
wont tlnd a' leas', shelter, where they

there ,ir" UIK'il anil nil to elo HU"li work lui
t.iev can. and wln-ie- . thurciore. they
largrl it Last earn their own I'.t d,

Switzerland i" n smaller mn'ry
but Switrriiiid 'ui 'mpr-ive- upon the
'let man b Introducing various
kinds of colonies or various clauses of
tlm incapacitated. We should dive'.ip
thes" as soon as povslble.

H.'gliinlngs in liiilustnal co'ioiiien h.ivs
been made In ('lev eland. ihlo, uiui In
Kansas. We need them In New York
Slat". F.ei ii li r" beginnings are inade.
and are being propo-ii- t for w.i ward boys
ai'd in t onin I'tloii with our St. to nstl
lUUnlls. Hill tht- -i' sbmild im- - (Ii velopej
and added io by fauns which would ut
least cost th. Suite than it now
pays for tln uiilortiitiati' and wberv
many of the laiier could be tralneil
.mil encouraged to do work which,
under proper nruanlatl.in and direc-
tion, could lie iiiHdo lu part to
pay the epeiises of the Institu-
tion and I tins every Stato In
stltiitloii of i u en unit remove from
the Stat-- ' tin- and Urn problem
of tho tramp and tlm vagrant

For tim iimre or loss Melons, cMlont
should .iK i ! started but to Urns
men nnd wniii-- coiild bn cHiinuiU'el
and ii work. These,
sho-ll- !'', If possible, fur varenis class'-o- f

the vl .i.. Tfie ill niisa'-i- t ii.'l
-- r ink t . i Ifi i.' ', inn. i ,"
all shon'..! .i. s . in- ami i

lit liusl a' v . ir, 'e t


